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History



• 1863: First grapevines 
planted in Monroe –
Pointe Aux Peaux is first 
commercial winery

• 1868: Grapevines planted in Van Buren County

• 1884: 24,685 gallons produced in Michigan; 
half in Monroe County

• 1918-1933: Prohibition



• 1934: Border City Wine Cellars relocates to 
Detroit from Canada; now 
St. Julian Winery in Paw Paw

• 1940s-1950s: Sweet wine rules

• 1960s: French-American hybrid wine grapes 
planted on Leelanau Peninsula

• 1969: Chardonnay and Riesling planted at 
Tabor Hill in Southwest Michigan



• 1981-1987: Four AVAs established
– Fennville

– Leelanau Peninsula

– Lake Michigan Shore

– Old Mission Peninsula

• 2016: Tip of the Mitt 
AVA established



• 1985: Michigan Grape and Wine Industry 
Council established
12-member Council established by the Legislature to provide research, 
education and promotion for Michigan wine grapes and wines

• Wineries (3)

• Wine Grape Grower

• Restaurant/Retailer

• Wine Distributor

• Public members (2)

• Michigan State University

• Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission

• Michigan Economic 
Development Corp.

• Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development



• 2011: Michigan Wine Producers Association 
established

Purpose is to protect and enhance 
Michigan’s wine industry by protecting 
their right to produce, market and 
provide consumers with Michigan 
produced wine



Non-profit organization with the mission to enhance 
the sustainability and profitability of the Michigan wine 
industry through research, education and marketing

• 2015: Michigan Wine Collaborative 
established



Industry Growth



• Wine grape acreage in 
Michigan has almost doubled 
in the past 10 years

• 70% of Michigan’s wine grape 
acreage is devoted to vinifera 
varieties

• 5th largest wine grape-producing state



*More than 30 varieties. 
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
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Current total:
131 wineries



• Wine trails

– Leelanau Peninsula

– Old Mission Peninsula

– Lake Michigan Shore

– Bay View Wine Trail

– Southeast Michigan Pioneer Wine Trail



• 2.4 million gallons of wine annually; 
10th in the U.S.

• Majority of production is from 
Michigan-grown grapes

• Wine exports over past 3 years

– China, Japan, Norway, Singapore, Germany, 
Canada, Estonia, Thailand, Denmark, U.K.

• 6 to 8 new wineries expected to open in 
the next 3 years



Economic Impact



• Total impact = $300 million/yr*

• 2 million tourists

• Wine-related tourism expenditures = 
$8.6 million/yr*

• Taxes paid (fed, state, local) = $84 million/yr*

• More than 5,000 jobs*

*Source: MKF Research LLC 2005



Challenges

• Weather: extreme cold, hail, frost

• Workforce: farm labor, seasonal workers, 
skilled winery/vineyard team

• Highly regulated industry

• Supply of wine grapes

• Skeptical consumers and trade



Opportunities

• Research to support wine grape growers; 
MSU Extension

• Annual Conference

• Mi-CAST, VESTA, Lake Michigan College

• MLCC/DEQ/MDARD

• International Marketing Program

• Expand awareness as a ‘best of class’ region 
for quality wines and wine tourism



Praise for Michigan Wines!



• Top awards –
especially for red 
wines – in many 
international 
competitions



Some amazing reds!

• International Pinot Noir Celebration: 
Wyncroft was one of only 20 wineries from around 
the world invited to participate 

• International Eastern Wine Competition: 
Lemon Creek Winery received Best of Class and 
Best Red for 2013 Meritage



And more amazing reds!

• Los Angeles Int’l Wine & Spirits Competition: 
Tabor Hill Winery received Best of Class for 
Michael Merchant Signature Red Blend

• Dan Berger's International Wine Competition:
Chateau Grand Traverse – Best of Class and 
Chairman's Award for 2012 Gamay Noir









Questions?

Karel Bush

Executive Director

Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council

bushk9@michigan.gov

517-284-5742


