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Distribution of Iowa Farmland by Age of Owner and Year
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Percent of Iowa Farmland by Residence of Owner
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Farm Land Sales 
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Farm Land Use 



0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

0 1-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-99% 100% 
Percent of Acres Rented 

Percent of Farms and Cropland by Percent of Land 
Rented, 2007  

Farms Cropland 



0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

1982 1992 2002 2007 

Percent of Iowa Farmland, Excluding Acres in 
Government Programs or Custom Farmed, by Operator 

and Year 

Owner-operated Cash rented Crop share 



Observations 
• Type of farmland ownership is 

changing.  Sole proprietors and joint 
tenancy are decreasing while tenants in 
common and land in trusts are 
increasing 

• As a consequence, farmland ownership 
is becoming more dispersed while 
management is becoming more 
concentrated. 
 
  



Observations 
• High land prices are an issue for 

beginning farmers and those wanting to 
expand.  This is not a new problem but 
it has escalated recently. 

• Increasing reliance on rented base is 
changing risk and farm transfer 
strategies and options 
 

 



Observations 
• People tend to be holding on to their 

land; although there are some signs 
this might be changing 

• Changing family dynamics will change 
ownerships patterns 

• The percent of farmland owned by 
people over the age of 65 is increasing 
and will likely continue to do so 
 
 
 



Observations 

• Farmer and investor interest have 
increased.  But, amount of land being 
sold has remained relatively constant 

• Changes in ownership patterns, reasons 
for owning, gender, and farming 
practices will change land use and land 
values  
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