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Ms. Smith has twenty years of experience in housing and community development research with the Urban Institute. Her analytic work spans such diverse areas as federal housing programs, community building and housing finance and focuses on different vulnerable populations including low-income families, youth and senior citizens.

Currently, Ms. Smith is helping develop a new program of research at the Urban Institute on how neighborhoods influence youth transitions to adulthood.  This work seeks to untangle how living in low income communities contributes to decisions made by young people.   In addition, Ms. Smith is active in researching effects of the subprime and foreclosure crisis.  She recently directed an investigation of the secondary effects of the subprime and foreclosure crisis on families and neighborhoods.  

Ms. Smith’s work also includes work on housing issues related to older Americans.  She investigated issues of importance for older adults in DC and crafted a memo for the DC Housing Authority on the needs of senior citizens.  In a separate project, she also explored how older adults cope with the dislocation resulting from the demolition of public housing.  This work focuses on adults 50 years of age and older who “aged-in-place” in distressed family developments targeted for demolition under HUD’s HOPE VI Program.  Using both qualitative and quantitative analysis, the project investigates the housing status, neighborhood conditions, health, and economic status of older persons displaced from public housing including those with custody of minor children.  Concurrently, Ms. Smith is instrumental in evaluating two U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs.  The first, reviews the experience of public housing agencies that introduced time limits in their housing programs as part of their participation in the Moving to Work (MTW) Demonstration.  The second is an assessment of the Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP) under which HUD provides resources to nonprofit organizations for the purchase of land or to further infrastructure development associated with the production of affordable housing.  

Also under contract to HUD, Ms. Smith conducted a study of persons in four cities relocating from public housing communities demolished under the HOPE VI Program culminating in the report Housing Choice for HOPE VI Relocatees.   In separate HUD projects, Ms. Smith directed an early assessment of the Welfare to Work Housing Voucher program and served as Research Director of the Homeownership Testing Project. She played significant roles in a baseline assessment of the impact of HUD’s major public housing desegregation cases, an assessment of property value impacts of dispersed housing subsidy programs, and an evaluation of the Neighborhood Networks program. A seasoned evaluator, she has evaluation experience on multiple HUD programs including CDBG, HOME, HOPE VI, HOPE II, and UDAG.

An experienced manager of field data collection, Ms. Smith has managed off-site research efforts, conducted hundreds of interviews domestically and internationally, lead field research teams and study tours, and facilitated focus groups. Ms. Smith served as Deputy Project Director of the Urban Institute's evaluation of the Community Development Block Grant Program which included field research in 61 U.S. cities and more than a thousand mail and telephone surveys.

Ms. Smith’s experience in program analysis and field data collection incorporated her work in housing and community development with broad efforts to understand and document welfare reform.  As part of the Assessing the New Federalism Project, Ms. Smith conducted in-depth field work in New Jersey and Texas.  She spearheaded analysis of local housing markets and contributed to the analysis of both child welfare and employment and training systems.
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BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS

Why Not In My Backyard?. G. Galster, P. Tatian, A. Santiago, K. Pettit, and R. Smith. New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 2003.

“New Evidence from Lender Testing:  Discrimination at the Pre-Application Stage” in Mortgage Lending Discrimination:  A Review of Existing Evidence, M. Turner and F. Skidmore, editors. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, June 1999.

Conference Presentations

 “Impact of Foreclosure on Families and Communities” Live at the Forum web chat for the Center for Housing Policy, July 16. 2009.
“Renters and the Subprime Crisis.”  Baltimore Homeownership Preservation Coalition Roundtable, June 25, 2008.
“When Grandma is In Charge:  Grandfamilies in Making Connections Neighborhoods.”  Urban Affairs Association Conference, April 21, 2006.

“Bridging Generations:  Relocating Older Adults and Grandfamilies in Public Housing.” Urban Affairs Association Conference.  April 16, 2005.
“All Other Things Being Equal:  A Paired Testing Study of Mortgage Lending Institutions.” National Fair Housing and Fair Lending Research and Policy Forum.  March 2004.

“A Pilot Study of Mortgage Lending Discrimination.” APPAM. November 8, 2003.
“Building Healthy Communities Through Federal Housing Policy.” 1998 Tri-Country Conference on Housing and Urban Issues. September 1998.
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS

The Impacts of Foreclosure on Families and Communities:  A Primer.  T. Kingsley, R. Smith and D. Price.  The Urban Institute, May 2009
Linking Public Housing Revitalization to Neighborhood School Improvement. M. Abravanel, R. Smith and E. Cove, Report for the Annie E. Casey Foundation, June 2006.

Saying Good-Bye:  Relocating Senior Citizens in the HOPE VI Panel Study. R. Smith and K. Ferryman, The Urban Institute A Roof Over Their Heads Brief No. 10, January 2006.

Grandfamilies in Making Connections Neighborhoods.  R. Smith.  Report for the Annie E. Casey Foundation, December 2005.

A Report on Early Progress in the Development of The National Council on La Raza’s En Su Casa Initiative.  M. Abravanel, C. Herbig, D. Kaye, D. Levy, and R. Smith. The Urban Institute, May 2005.

Testing Public Housing Deregulation, M. Abravanel, R. Smith, M. Turner, E. Cove, L. Harris, and C. Manjarrez. The Urban Institute, May 2004.

Housing Agency Responses to Federal Deregulation:  An Assessment of HUD’s Moving to Work Demonstration, M. Abravanel, R. Smith, M. Turner, E. Cove, L. Harris, and C. Manjarrez.  Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, October 2003.

All Other Things Being Equal:  A Paired Testing Study of Mortgage Lending Institutions, M. Turner, F. Freiberg, E. Godfrey, C. Herbig, D. Levy, R. Smith. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, April 2002.

Housing Choice for HOPE VI Relocatees, R. Smith, Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, August 2001.

Welfare to Work Housing Voucher Program:  Early Implementation Assessment,  R. Smith and J. Johnson, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington DC, March 2001.

MetroLinks Welfare-to-Work Program:  Performance Measurement Tracking Plan, M. Cunningham and R. Smith, Report to the MetroLinks Steering Committee, November 2000.

Welfare to Work Vouchers Implementation Assessment, R. Smith and J. Johnson, Final Project report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, June 2000.
“The Impact of Neighbors Who Use Section 8 Certificates on Property Values,” G. Galster, P. Tatian, R. Smith, Housing Policy Debate, Vol. 10, Issue 4, 1999.

Discrimination in Home Mortgage Lending:  Strategies for Conducting Paired Testing at the Pre-Application Stage, M. Delair, F. Freiberg, E. Godfrey, C. Herbig, D. Levy, R. Smith, and M. Turner. Project report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, August 1999.
Discrimination at the Pre-Application Stage:  Evidence from Lender Testing,  R. Smith and M. DeLair.  Project report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, October 1998.

Testing for Discrimination in Home Insurance, D. Wissoker, W. Zimmermann, G. Galster, with K. Hartnett and R. Smith.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute, September 1998.

Income Support and Social Services for Low‑Income Families in New Jersey, S. Riedinger, A.  Duke, R. Smith and K. Tumlin. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, August 1998.

Income Support and Social Services for Low-Income People in Texas,  N. Pindus, R. Capps, J. Gallagher, L. Giannarelli, M. Saunders, and R. Smith.  Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, January 1998.

“Community Building: Revitalizing the Nation’s Public Housing,” A. Naparstek, R. Smith, and D. Dooley, Journal of Housing & Community Development, Vol. 54, Sept/Oct 1997.
Community Development Performance Change in the 1990s, The Urban Institute and Weinheimer & Associates. Project Report to National Community Development Initiative, October 1997.
Community Building in Public Housing: Ties that Bind People and Their Communities, A. Naparstek, D. Dooley, R. Smith. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, May 1997.

The Neighborhood Impacts of Subsidized Tenants: Moving to Opportunism, G. Galster, A. Santiago, R. Smith, M. Saunders, and P. Tatian.  Project report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, April 1997.
National Community Development Initiative Site Summaries, C.  Walker, M. Weinheimer, L. Keyes, N. Mayer, C. Wilson, P. Boxall, R. Smith, and R. Quercia.  Project Report for the National Community Development Initiative, March 1997.
Understanding Community Development Systems Change, C. Walker, G. Galster, R. Quercia, P. Boxall, and R. Smith.  Project Report for the National Community Development Initiative, May 1996.
The Analysis of Attitudes Related to the Residential Desegregation of Public Housing in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania: Sanders, et al. v. HUD, et al., G. Galster, C. Herbig, and R. Smith.  Project Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, April 1996.

Federal Funds, Local Choices:  Evaluation of the Community Development Block Grant Program, C. Walker, P. Dommel, H. Hatry, A. Bogdon, P. Boxall, A. Abramson, R. Smith, and J. Silver. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, November 1994.

HOPE 2:  Proposed Homeownership Programs, A. Bogdon, R. Smith, and J. Pack.  Project Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, July 1993.

An Evaluation of the FHIP Private Enforcement Initiative Testing Demonstration, by R. Wienk, J. Simonson, and R. Smith.  Project Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, October 1992.
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