
Maude Toussaint-Comeau                           514 Waikiki Drive 
        Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EDUCATION:  PhD, Economics/Public Policy Analysis, University of Illinois-Chicago, 1998 

 MS, Economics, Temple University, Philadelphia, 1991 
 BA, Economics, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 1989 

WORK HISTORY:     
1998-present  Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago  
2005-present  Economist: Microeconomics, Economic Research Department 
 

• Conduct independent economic research on applied microeconomics and 
public policy including producing high-quality research for publication in 
refereed economic journals.  

 
• Conduct analyses of labor market and productivity, and produce empirical 

projections for microeconomic team‘s Labor Memo, as well as write up 
special memos on various labor economic topics, upon request, to support 
the FOMC process. 

 
• Make policy recommendations and vote on monetary policy issues at the 

Economic Research departmental FOMC meetings.  
 

• Make presentations internally to senior bank management and externally at 
workshops, seminars, and conferences. 

 
2000-2005  Economist: Consumer and Community Affairs 
1998-2000 Research Analyst: Consumer and Community Affairs 
 

• Maintained working knowledge in the consumer laws and regulations —
CRA, ECOA, HMDA, and FHA, etc. 

 
• Conducted policy analyses, including author publications such as the 

HMDA Profile, the CRA Profile, and MSA profile. 
 

• Conducted outreach in Chicago’s communities such as Chatham and Little 
Village and intermediated between communities and local area banks to 
increase access to financial services in communities.  

 
• Made presentations internally to senior bank management and externally at 

workshops, seminars and conferences. 
 

• Assisted management (Consumer and Community Affairs) in the 
development of long-term strategic project planning, budgeting and 
reporting. 



 
 
 

 Special Project/Research Manager/Advisory Menber 
 
Principal research investigator: “Report on the Occupational Status of 
Hispanics in the U.S.,” Prepared for the Pew Hispanic Center, 2004. 

 
Conference Project Manager: “Economic Development Policies to Improve 
Workers’ Mobility,” November 2007. 
 
Special Research Project: Projections of Minority in Top Executives 
Positions in the Chicago MSA, Special Report prepared for Chicago 
United, 2008. 
 
Advisory Committee Member: Integration of New Immigrants in the 
Workforce Study, by Peter A. Creticos, James M. Schultz, Amy Beeler, and 
Eva Ball, Institute for Work and the Economy, July 2006 
 
Economic Advisory Council: New Economic Initiative (NEI) for southern 
Michigan: Periodically review and critique the strategy and work of the 
NEI. 2008-present. 
 

University of Illinois-Chicago 
1998-2000 Adjunct Assistant Professor: Department of Economics 
1995-1998 Visiting Lecturer: Department of Economics 
 

• Taught principles of microeconomics, macroeconomics, and consumer 
economics over various semesters    

 
Summer 1997  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington DC 

Assistant Economist Intern: Foreign Agricultural Service 
 
• Provided assistance to an Agricultural Counselor in research and activities 

aimed at maintaining global market opportunities and global 
competitiveness of American agriculture. Such activities included assisting 
with monitoring and assessing global food aid needs, administering of a 
variety of export promotion, technical, and food assistance programs in 
cooperation with other government agencies, the private sector, and 
international organizations. 

 
1991-1992  Teacher: Howard Area Community Center, Chicago, Illinois 

• Taught in an after-school education remedial program sponsored by the 
City of Chicago and recruited students in the Chicago Public School system 
to attend. 



  
1991-1992 Tutor: Truman College 

• Tutored students Math, Science, GED. 
 
RESEACH PUBLICATIONS: 
 
BOOK Strategies for Improving Economic Mobility of Workers-Bridging Research 

and Practice, with Bruce D. Meyer, editors, Upjohn Institute for 
Employment Research, Kalamazoo, Forthcoming. 

 
REFEREED "Tenure Choice with Location Selection: The Case of Hispanic 
ACADEMIC  Neighborhoods in Chicago," with Sherrie Rhine, Contemporary Economic 
JOURNAL  Policy, Vol.22, No. 1, January 2004.  
 
 "Who Uses Check-Cashing Businesses? A Look at Racial/Ethnic 
 Differences." With Sherrie Rhine and William Greene, Review of Economics 

and Statistics, 2006, Vol. 88 (1). 
 

“The Occupational Assimilation of Hispanic Immigrants: Evidence from Panel 
Data,” International Migration Review, 2006, Vol 40 (6).  
 
 

FEDERAL  “Changing Demographic of Hispanics: Opportunities and Constraints in the 
RESERVE Financial market,” Fed Letter, August 2003, No. 192.  
PUBLICATION  
 “The Relationship between Hispanic Location Decision and Homeownership,” 

with Sherrie Rhine, Economic Perspectives, 2004, Vol. 28, No. 3.  
 
 “Self-Employed Immigrants: An Analysis of Recent Data,” Fed Letter, 2005, 

No. 213. 
 
 “Variations in Consumer Sentiment across Demographic Groups,” with Leslie 

McGranahan, Economic Perspectives, 2006, Vol 30 (1). 
 

“Strategies for Improving Economic Mobility of Workers: A Conference 
Preview,” Chicago Fed Letter, No. 245, 2007 

 
“Do Networks and Ethnic Enclave Promote Self-Employment?,” Economic 
Perspectives, December 2008.  
 
Income-Based Consumer Sentiment and Consumption Spending 



 
REFEREED   "Increasing Market Participation among Black Households,"  
POLICY JOURNAL Advancing the Consumer Interest: a Journal of Consumer Law, 
PUBLICATION Policy, and Research, Vol. 13, Numbers 1&2, Fall 2001/Winter 2002. 

  
"Delivery of Financial Literacy Programs," The Journal of Consumer 
Education, Vol. 19/20, 2001/2002. 
 
“Adult Preferences for the Delivery of Personal Finance Information," 
Financial Counseling and Planning Journal, Vol. 13, 2003.   
 
"The Homeownership Experience and Financing in two Chicago Minority 
Neighborhoods," Profitwise Profile, A Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, 
Consumer and Community Affairs publication, Vol. 6, 2000. 
 

CONFERENCE "The Use of Formal and Informal Financial Markets among Black 
PROCEEDINGS Households," Consumer Interest Annual, Vol. 45, 1999.  

 
"Currency Exchange Use and the Unbanked: An Empirical Analysis,"  
Consumer Interest Annual, Vol. 47, 2001.  
 
“Evaluating Outcomes of Personal Financial Education,” Consumer Interests 
Annual, Vol. 49, 2003. 
 

   "The Role of Alternative Financial Service Providers in Serving Low- and 
  Moderate-Income Neighborhoods," Federal Reserve System Community Affairs 

Research Conference, Washington, D.C., 2001.  
 
“The Financing Experiences of Minority Businesses: Evidence from Asian, 
Hispanic, and Black Small Business Owners,” Fourteenth Annual Conference 
of the Academy of Entrepreneurial Finance, 2003. 
 
“The Availability of Credit in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Hmong 
Community,” Federal Reserve System’s Third Community Affairs Research 
Conference, 2003. 

 
 
WORKING  “Do Enclaves Matter in Immigrants’ Self-Employment Decision?”  
PAPER   Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, Working Paper, 2005, No. 23. 

 
The Impact of Mexican Immigrants on Wages and Employment of Natives in 



the U.S., Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, Working Paper, 2007. 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

BOOK REVIEW  The Occupational Attainment of Caribbean Immigrants in the United States, 
Canada, and England, Journal of American Ethnic History. 

  
REFEREE Journal of Consumer Education  

Journal of Consumer Affairs 
Real Estate Economics 
Social Science Quarterly 
International Migration Review 
Journal of Socio-Economics 
Southern Economic Journal  
Journal of Consumer Education 
 

CONFERENCE Asian Consumer and Family Economics Association 2002 Conference 
PAPERS  American Council on Consumer Interest, 2002 Annual Conference 
REVIEW  Bank Structure Conference, Federal Reserve Bank System, 2002 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS Research Presentation 

Allied Social Sciences Association, New York, New York 1999; Atlanta, 
Georgia, 2002 

 Illinois Economic Association, Chicago, 2000, 2002, 2003.  
 American Council on Consumer Interest, 2001. 
 Western Economics Association International, 2001, 2003. 
 Rutgers University, Promoting New and Small Businesses in the Inner City:  

Improving the Environment and Obtaining Funds, Conference, 2002. 
DePaul University, 14th Annual Conference of the Academy of Entrepreneurial  

Finance,2003. 
 Federal Reserve System Community Affairs Academic Research Conference,  
  Washington DC, 2003. 
 Midwest Economic Association, Annual Meetings, 2004, 2007 

George Washington University, 15th Annual Conference of the Academy of  
 Entrepreneurial Finance, 2004. 

 Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and Brookings Institutions, Financial Access  
  to Immigrants Conference, 2004. 
 University of Chicago, Changing Faces of Chicago Metropolitan Area, Public 

 Policy Research Conference, 2004. 



    
Session Chair/Discussant: 
Household Behavior 
Midwest Economic Association, Cleveland, 2001. 

   Banking Structure 
Western Economics Association International, San Diego, 2000. 

   The Labor Market and Discrimination 
Western Economics Association International, San Francisco, 2001. 
Consumer Economics 
Illinois Economics Association, Chicago, 2001. 

    
 Panelist, Public Policy Issues, American Council on Consumer Interest, 2002, 

2003.  
   

 
FELLOWSHIPS/ AWARDS   

• Excellence in Teaching Evaluation, congratulatory letters received from the 
Graduate College at the University of Illinois-Chicago, 1996, 1997, 1998, 
2000. 

 
• Martin Luther King Award for Academic Excellence and Community 

Services Recipient, University of Illinois-Chicago,1997. 
 

• Social Science Research Council, Award for Doctoral Dissertation on 
Immigration, 1997. 
 

• National Trio Achiever Award, 2007 
 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE Integration of New Immigrants in the Workforce 
 
PROFESSIONAL       - Illinois Economic Association, Member of the Board of Trustees 
AFFILIATIONS: - American Economic Association 

- Western Economics Association International 
- American Real Estate and Urban Economics Association 
- Midwest Economics Association 

 
References are available upon request 
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