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Maria P. Hibbs is the executive director of The Partnership for New Communities, 
a collaborative of Chicago business, civic, and philanthropic leaders supporting 
the city’s massive effort to transform public housing and revitalize city 
neighborhoods. 

Ms. Hibbs joined The Partnership in 2003, after more than 20 years managing 
the public and governmental affairs and corporate communications functions of 
major Fortune 500 companies in the Chicagoland area.   Before her work with 
The Partnership, Ms. Hibbs was vice president of Corporate Communications for 
NiSource Inc., one of the nation’s largest integrated energy providers.  In her 13 
years with Chicago-based Inland Steel Industries, a leading U.S. steel producer, 
Ms. Hibbs led the company’s federal, state and local government relations 
function and directed the activities of the Inland Steel-Ryerson Foundation. 

Ms. Hibbs holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and English from Valparaiso 
University, a master’s degree in journalism from Ball State University, and a 
doctoral degree in public policy analysis from the University of Illinois at Chicago.   

 


