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Corn Belt Ports

Soybeans 2018
Production by County
For Selected States

NESP
Enabler

Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(A Top 50 US Port)

Coastal Port Access
to Global Markets

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multi-Modal, Inland Ports



Top 10 U.S.
Agriculture

Product
Exporting

States
(2023)

Statatattes
(2023)
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#3#2

#8Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Corn Belt Ports Region
(Goal: A Top 50 US Port)

Modern, Sustainable, Rural, Regional, 
Multimodal, Inland Partnership Ports
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Illinois Waterway 
Ports Commission

SB46 ILWW Port 
Commission (11 May)
Illinois General Assembly - Bill Status for 
SB0046 (ilga.gov)

Senate 57 Yea 0 Nays     
10300SB0046_03292023_035000.pdf 
(ilga.gov)

House 113 Yea 0 Nays
10300SB0046_05112023_009000T.pdf 
(ilga.gov)

2023

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=46&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=143008&SessionID=112
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https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/103/senate/10300SB0046_03292023_035000.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/103/senate/10300SB0046_03292023_035000.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/votehistory/103/house/10300SB0046_05112023_009000T.pdf
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Corn Belt Ports Leadership
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Corn Belt Ports Leadership

Douglas Aeilts
Chair, 

Mid-America Port 
Commission

Travis McGlasson 
Chair, 

Illinois 
Waterway Ports

Commission

Ashley Harris 
Chair,

Rock Island Regional 
Port District

Upper Mississippi River Ports (IA & IL)

Jim Irwin 
Chair,

Ports of Eastern Iowa 
Authority

Sam Scinta
Chief Executive Officer

La Crosse Area Chamber 
Northern Grain

Belt Ports



Locks & Dam 26
(Melvin Price)

Very General 
Depiction of 
Boundaries
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https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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Joliet Regional Port, IL

1st Time 
In History

https://publibrary.planusace.us/#/series/Fact%20Cards
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41 Mid-America Port
     Commission

2022 POWER PORTS Global Trade : July/August 2022 
(mydigitalpublication.com)

Top 50 Power Ports

https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
https://globaltrade.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/2022-power-ports
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2021 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure 
Law



“Through modern locks, we are gonna help farmers get their 
products to markets faster, more efficiently, lower costs and 

keep American agriculture globally competitive,”

April 12, 2022: President Joe Biden in Menlo, Iowa

Retrofitting 
Lock and Dam 

25 with a 1200’ 
Lock was 

Funded in the 
Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Bill!

Retrofitting 
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Development Program Grants 
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4 Hennepin, IL $38,582,711

Hardin, IL $9,000,000

5

7
15 November 2024

7 November 2023

2

1 Red Wing, MN $1,989,246 

Wabasha, MN $2,545,297

3 LaGrange, MO $11,091,844

2

1

3

2022 and Prior
ZERO

6 Hannibal, MO $27,324,552
22 April 2026

6
7 Seneca, IL $11,221,110

4



Firsts
 USEPA Clean Ports Program Grant
 National Science Foundation Advancing Smart Logistics Grant
 U.S. Maritime Administration Small Shipyard Grant
 U.S. Maritime Administration Port Infrastructure Development 

Program Grant
 1200’ Lock Under Construction (since 1957)
 Largest Lock Rehabilitation Program in History (6 Locks in 2 

phases)
 Large-Scale Illinois Port Capital Investment Project Funding
 Large Scale Illinois Port Infrastructure Strategic Planning 

Funding
 U.S. Maritime Administration Education Consortium
 And, the list goes on…… 



International Grain Buyer Visits



Corn Belt Ports Rural Maritime 
& Logistics Training & 

Education Consortium



50–60% of grain exports move by barge. 
Most U.S. grain exports go through the Gulf.
90% of Gulf-bound export grain arrives by barge.
Roughly 10–15% of all U.S. grain shipped moves by barge.
 In 2019, barges moved 59 million tons of grain to the Central Gulf.
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