


Chicago Union Stock Yard 

By 1900 Chicago 
produced 82% of 
meat consumed 
in U.S. (Chicago 
Historical Society) 



Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture 



Farm employment for 
the U.S. and the 7th District 

(in million jobs) 
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Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts  





Commercial farms generate income, 
while the median farm loses money 





Annual change in farmland values in 
Seventh Federal Reserve District 

-30

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Pe
rc

en
t

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 



www.chicagofed.org 
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