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∗Importance of Trade to US 
Agriculture 
∗Competitive Forces 
∗Trade Policies 
∗The Future? 

Overview 



Export Share of US Production, 2011-13 

Exports Critical 
Source of Demand for 

US Agriculture 





US Share Fell: 60% to 40% 
Arg/Bzl Share Rose to 33% 



US Share Held at 40% 
Brazil Share Rose to 43% 



Source: WWW.ISAAA.ORG 
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+ 10% 

+ 10% 

% Increase Since 2008 



+ 10% Increase 

% Increase Since 2008 



Porto Alegre 

40% of Northern Port 
Capacity Unused 

17 mmt Harvested Area 
Expansion 

Argentina: 20% 
United States: 20% 
Brazil: 60% 
 

Cerrado 



Soybean Production & % Increase 

- Million Metric Tons- 

+ 44% 

+ 85% 

+ 49% 



Is More Expansion Possible? 

? 

Mato Grosso & Beyond? 

Is the Future Now?! 
Production Increases Driven by 

Yield & Area Expansion 
 

100 Million More Acres? 



Exchange Rates Are 
Important 



Oilseeds: World Markets & Trade, USDA, Foreign Ag Service, Oct 2017.  

Brazil/US Exchange Rate 



Importance of Trade 
Policy 





US Ag Exports to NAFTA 

Canada & Mexico 
Are Top US Market 



US Ag Imports from NAFTA 

Canada & Mexico Are 
 Top Import Supplier 



Baluarte Bridge 







Cuba Market Opportunities 
Frozen Chicken Legs 

Soy & Corn, 97% of Total US Ag 
Exports in 2016 



Brazil & EU Cut 
Into US Share 



Big Questions 

 More GMO Adoption? 
 Switch from Grazing, Adding 

Cultivation in Brazil? 
 US Trade Policy: Responses by 

Trading Partners & 
Competitors? 



The Future 
 US Ag Remains Export Dependent 
 Infrastructure Poses Unique 

Challenges 
 Climate & Weather Retain 

Influence 
 Farm Policy & Regulation Crucial 
 US Farm Financial Situation 

Precarious 
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