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 25% of people, 10% of physicians 

 40% of rural HS students use alcohol; 25% in 
urban areas 

 Cigarette smoking among 8th graders 50% 
higher 

 Hypertension rates 27% higher 
◦ Higher death rate after acute myocardial infraction 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Higher male suicide rates 

 Lower Medicare payments 

 470 rural hospital closings in past 25 years 

 Higher rates of “death and serious injury” 
accidents 

◦ 33% of motor vehicle accidents, 67% of deaths 

 



 Rural has 
more 
veterans  

 Opioid 
use rising 

 









Two years, nearly 2,800 providers 
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