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Appendix D: Interviewee list 

The Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago’s Community Development and Policy Studies Division is grateful to 
the following individuals for sharing their opinions, experience, and expertise on this project:

Linda Allen President Hawkeye Community College Waterloo, IA

John Almstadt Manager Oakland County Workforce Developoment Waterford, MI

Noel Anderson Community Planning & Development Director City of Waterloo Waterloo, IA

Don Babcock Director of Economic Development NIPSCO Merrillville, IN

Beverly Baker Department Head Racine County UW-Extension Burlington, WI

Allan Bangston Executive Vice President & Chief Lending Officer Community National Bank Waterloo, IA

Todd Battle President Kenosha Area Business Alliance Kenosha, WI

Jessica Beckendorf AVP for Economic Development Green Bay Chamber of Commerce Green Bay, WI

Dan Beenken Regional Director Iowa Small Business Development Centers Cedar Falls, IA

Stacey Bentley Cedar Valley Market President Community National Bank Waterloo, IA

Marie Black Executive Director Hispanic Community and Resource Center of Racine Racine, WI

Timothy Borich Associate Dean, Associate Professor, Extension Specialist Iowa State University Ames, IA

Robin Boyle Chair and Professor - Department of Urban Studies & Planning Wayne State University Detroit, MI

Karen Braun Curator Racine Heritage Museum Racine, WI

Stephanie  Bredman Program Manager Kirkwood Community College Cedar Rapids, IA

Paula Broutman President Performance Plus Gary, IN

Steve Brustkern Executive Director Black Hawk Economic Development, Inc Waterloo, IA

David Bumbar President Aurora Metals Division, LLC Aurora, IL

Gail Bumgarner SVP Strategy Rush Copley Medical Center Aurora, IL

Jerry Caamano Vice President Three Rivers Manufacturing Association Joliet, IL

Michael Cahill CEO Tower Bank Fort Wayne, IN

Christina Campos Supervisor Aurora Township Aurora, IL

Chris Canfield Executive Vice President Community National Bank Waterloo, IA

Hal Carlson Fire Chief City of Aurora Aurora, IL

Linda Chapa-Lavia Illinois House Democrat State of Illinois Aurora, IL

Karen Christensen Manager, Neighborhood Development City of Aurora Aurora, IL

Rena Church Director Public Art Commission Aurora, IL

Ben Clement Economic Development & Marketing Administrator Gary/East Chicago/Hammond Empowerment Zone Gary, IN

Ruth Colby Senior Vice President, Business Development, Chief Strategy 
Officer

Silver Cross Hospital Joliet, IL

Dr. Arthur Cyr Clausen Distinguished Professor and Director of the Clausen Center Carthage College Kenosha, WI

Cary Darrah General Manager and Vice President Cedar Valley TechWorks Waterloo, IA

Debbie Davidson VP Workforce and Economic Development Gateway Technical College Kenosha, WI

Ray DeHahn Alderman of the 7th District City of Racine Racine, WI

Deby Dehn Community Relations Officer Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development 
Authority

Milwaukee, WI

Dawnaree Demrose President Pontiac Regional Chamber Pontiac, MI

Rick DeVos Founder Start Garden Grand Rapids, MI
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John Dickert Mayor City of Racine Racine, WI

Robert DiCosola Vice President, Human Resources Old Second Bank Aurora, IL

Ryan Dowd Executive Director Hesed House Aurora, IL

Roger Dower President The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread Racine, WI

Steven Dust President & CEO Greater Cedar Valley Alliance & Chamber Waterloo, IA

Jim Eastman Owner and President Merchants Moving and Storage Company Racine, WI

Randall Eberts President Upjohn Institute for Employment Research Kalamazoo, MI

George Erickcek Senior Regional Analyst Upjohn Institute for Employment Research Kalamazoo, MI

Patricia Fera Manager Workforce Investment Board of Will County Joliet, IL

Greg Filsram Economic Development Director City of Green Bay Green Bay, WI

Ann Franz Strategic Partnerships Manager Northeast Wisconsin Technical College Green Bay, WI

Will Frost Executive Director Renew Waterloo Waterloo, IA

James Golembeski Executive Director Bay Area Workforce Development Board Green Bay, WI

Barbara Graham VP Philanthropy Rush Copley Medical Center Aurora, IL

Katherine Graham Market Research Services Oakland County One Stop Shop Information 
Services

Waterford, MI

John Greuling Executive Director Will County Center for Economic Development Joliet, IL

Jeremy J. Grey, P.E Vice President, Infrastructure & Transportation CenterPoint Properties Oak Brook, IL

Bradley Haag Supervisor of Career and Technical Education Racine Unified School District Racine, WI

Thomas Haas President Grand Valley State University Allendale, MI

James Haller Director, Community & Economic Development City of Joliet Joliet, IL

Noel Halvorsen Executive Director NeighborWorks Green Bay, WI

Bill Hanna President & CEO Northwest Indiana Regional Development 
Authority

Crown Point, IN

Lisa Harmann Program Director Advance Business Center Green Bay, WI

Forest Hayes Director, Deparment of Commerce City of Gary Gary, IN

George Heartwell Mayor City of Grand Rapids Grand Rapids, MI

Mary Jane Herber Librarian Brown County Library Green Bay, WI

Thomas Hobson Principal Manager, Government & Public Affairs Rockwell Collins Cedar Rapids, IA

Charles Hughes Executive Director Gary Chamber of Commerce Gary, IN

Sonya Hughes Vice President, Diversity and Community Initiatives Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce Grand Rapids, MI

Daniel P. Hunter Deputy Director - Economic Development & Community Affairs Oakland County Michigan Waterford, MI

Sherman Jenkins Executive Director Aurora Economic Development Commission Aurora, IL

Kim Johnson Vice President - Continuing Education & Training Services Kirkwood CommunityCollege Cedar Rapids, IA

William Joiner Board Member Northwest Indiana Regional Redevelopment 
Authority

Merrillville, IN

Rudy Jones Community Development Director City of Waterloo Waterloo, IA

Dennis Jordan Vice President - Economic Development Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance Cedar Rapids, IA

Leon B. Jukowski Mayor City of Pontiac Pontiac, MI

Brittany Jungck Advanced Manufacturing Coordinator Hawkeye Community College Waterloo, IA

Gordy Kacala Executive Director Racine County Economic Development Corporation Racine, WI

Sandra Kemmish Director Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc. Fort Wayne, IN

Julie Kinzelman Research Scientist and Laboratory Director, Health Department City of Racine Racine, WI
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Lawrence Kirby Bishop St. Paul M.B. Church Racine, WI

Birgit Klohs President & CEO The Right Place Grand Rapids, MI

Glenn Konopaskie President Pontiac Downtown Business Association Pontiac, MI

Marge Kozina former Director Racine Community Foundation Racine, WI

Tim Laehn Communications Specialist - Banking Services Division Iowa Bankers Association Johnston, IA

Karl LaPan Director Northeast Indiana Innovation Center Fort Wayne, IN

Linda Laylin Executive Director Cedar Valley Growth Fund I, Inc. Waterloo, IA

Greg Leatherman Deputy Director of Redevelopment City of Fort Wayne Fort Wayne, IN

Ray Leffler Developer Newport Development Corporation Racine, WI

Mark Maassel President & CEO Northwest Indiana Forum Portage, IN

Stephen Malpezzi Professor James A. Graaskamp Center for Real Estate at UW-
Madison School of Business

Madison, WI

James Marcuccilli President & CEO Star Financial Bank Fort Wayne, IN

Robert Matz President Aurora Specialty Textiles Aurora, IL

Allen Merta Vice President - Financial & Administrative Programs Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance Cedar Rapids, IA

Michael Meyer CEO Fox Valley United Way Aurora, IL

Dr. Stephen Miller Director of Standards, Assessment and Accountability Racine Unified School District Racine, WI

Fred Monique Vice President of Economic Development Green Bay Chamber of Commerce Green Bay, WI

Leigh Morris former Chairman Northwest Indiana Regional Development 
Authority

LaPorte, IN

Win Moses State Representative State of Indiana Fort Wayne, IN

Jerry Murphy Executive Director New North Inc. Green Bay, WI

Amy Murphy Director, Corporate and Community Services Joliet Junior College Joliet, IL

Scott Naltner Senior Vice President Fort Wayne - Allen County Economic Development 
Alliance

Fort Wayne, IN

Curtis Nelson President & CEO Entrepreneurial Development Center Cedar Rapids, IA

Jeff Neubauer President Kranz Inc.  Racine, WI

Greg Northrup President West Michigan Strategic Alliance Grand Rapids, MI

Jon Nunn Executive Director Grand Action Grand Rapids, MI

Bob Okon Business Writer Joliet Herald-News Joliet, IL

Caroline Older Executive Director Arts Council of Grand Rapids Grand Rapids, MI

Sister Michelle Olley former President Racine Volunteer Center Racine, WI

Lane Palmer Manager, Research & Development, Administration Division Iowa Department of Economic Development Des Moines, IA

Harriet Parker Manager, Small Business Development Center Waubonsee Community College Aurora, IL

Mack Parker Attorney Baker & Daniels Fort Wayne, IN

Laura Paulsen Research Specialist Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance Cedar Rapids, IA

Christopher Paulson Executive Director Racine Heritage Museum Racine, WI

Denise Peeks Executive Director Entrepreneurship Center for Mid-Michigan Grand Rapids, MI

Stephane Phifer Director, Planning and Zoning Division City of Aurora Aurora, IL

Randy Pilkington Executive Director University of Northern Iowa College of Business 
Adminstration

Cedar Falls, IA

Jim Pilmer Senior Development Officer Aurora University Aurora, IL

Walter Pinto Plant Manager LyondellBasell Industries Morris, IL
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Angela DeLuca Placencia Program Manager Arts Council of Grand Rapids Grand Rapids, MI

Jennifer Pratt Development Coordinator City of Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids, IA

Sharon Presnall Senior Vice President – Government Relations & Compliance Iowa Bankers Association Johnston, IA

Jolena Presti Project Lead for Racine Root River Project Vandewalle and Associates Milwaukee, WI

Hubert Price President Synergistics Consulting Pontiac, MI

Michael Ralston President Iowa Association of Business and Industry Des Moines, IA

Thomas Raymond Counselor SCORE - Detroit Chapter 18 Detroit, MI

Eric Reaves Vice Chairperson Miller Citizens Corporation Gary, IN

Morris Reece Director of Fair Housing City of Racine Racine, WI

Mike Reuter Curator of Collections and Museum Registrar Milwaukee County Historical Society Milwaukee, WI

Dennis Rittenmeyer Executive Director One Region Munster, IN

David Rodger Retired John Deere Waterloo, IA

James Roolf President, Joliet Banking Center First Midwest Bank Joliet, IL

Kathleen Ryan Director Dominican Literacy Center Aurora, IL

Dave Ryan Executive Director Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce Hammond, IN

Amy Sanchez President Collins Street Neighborhood Council Joliet, IL

Carlos Sanchez Executive Director West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Grand Rapids, MI

Benjamin Schmuck Control Systems Engineer Caterpillar Aurora, IL

Cheryl Schuster Executive Director Community Development Corporation of Fort Wayne Fort Wayne, IN

Mark Sejd General Manager Chicago Premium Outlets Aurora, IL

Diana Sieger President Grand Rapids Community Foundation Grand Rapids, MI

Robert Sistek Vice President/CRA Officer First Midwest Bank Joliet, IL

Russ Slinkard President and CEO Joliet Chamber of Commerce Joliet, IL

Christine Sobek President Waubonsee Community College Aurora, IL

John Stafford Director Community Research Institute - IPFW Fort Wayne, IN

Ashley Steenman Senior Development Officer Fort Wayne - Allen County Economic Development 
Alliance

Fort Wayne, IN

Khalfani Stephens Economic Development Director City of Pontiac Pontiac, MI

Greg Sterns Manager of Financial Education & Counseling Lighthouse of Oakland County Pontiac, MI

Judy Stoffel Manager of Community Building United Way of East Central Iowa Cedar Rapids, IA

Don Stypula Executive Director Grand Valley Metropolitan Council Grand Rapids, MI

Greg Sundstrom City Manager City of Grand Rapids Grand Rapids, MI

Sushil Nepal Long Range Planner City of Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids, IA

David Swenson Associate Economist, Department of Economics Iowa State University Ames, IA

Stacy Tapp Director of Communications and Public Information Racine Unified School District Racine, WI

Lyle D. Taylor President Black Hawk Economic Development, Inc Waterloo, IA

Tom Thanas City Manager City of Joliet Joliet, IL

Gregory Thomas Chief of Police City of Aurora Aurora, IL

Kevin Thompson Chairperson - Economic & Business Develop. Committee Pontiac Regional Chamber Pontiac, MI

Cindy Tomei President Valley Industrial Association Aurora, IL

Michael Trench Executive Director Will County Community Foundation Joliet, IL

Jenny Trick Deputy Director Racine County Economic Development Corporation Racine, WI
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Steve Tscherter President & CEO Lincoln Savings Bank Reinbeck, IA

Scott Upshaw Executive Director Gary/East Chicago/Hammond Empowerment Zone Gary, IN

Anthony Uremovic former City Councilman City of Joliet Joliet, IL

Paige Vanderhyden Interim Director for Workforce Joliet Junior College Joliet, IL

Brian Vandewalle Founder and Owner Vandewalle & Associates, Inc.  Madison, WI

Charles Vang Board President Hmong Chamber of Commerce Milwaukee, WI

Bob Vaughan Executive Director Dunham Fund Aurora, IL

Arturo Venecia President HCD Experts, Inc Aurora, IL

Josef Vich President & CEO Community National Bank Waterloo, IA

Lawrence Walsh County Executive Will County Joliet, IL

Mark Weber Dean of Trades & Engineering Northeast Wisconsin Technical College Green Bay, WI

Kurt Whalen former Chief of Police City of Racine Racine, WI

Sammis White Associate Dean and Director, Center for Workforce 
Development

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of 
Continuing Education

Milwaukee, WI

Allen Williams Project Manager - Business Development Division Iowa Department of Economic Development Des Moines, IA

Karen Freeman-Wilson Mayor City of Gary Gary, IN

Ann Winkel Education Manager - Banking Services Division Iowa Bankers Association Johnston, IA

Linda Woloshansky President/CEO Center for Workforce Innovation Valparaiso, IN
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